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Soviet Pastors Chosen to Suffer For The Gospel 

Dr. Bob Provost, Slavic Gospel Association 

 

No one has had a greater impact upon my life than the 
Ukrainian and Russian pastors who served faithfully under 
Soviet oppression no matter how high the cost.  And 
throughout the history of the Union of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists, their principal qualification for 
ministry leadership had been conformity with God’s 
emphatic requirement for leadership set forth by the 
Prophet Isaiah.  

 

For My hand made all these things, thus all these things 
came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I 
will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and 
who trembles at My word.  Isaiah 66:2 

 

Throughout nearly 200 visits to the former Soviet Union 
nations, I have never met an Evangelical Christian-Baptist 
leader whose humility, contriteness of spirit, and highest 
regard for the Bible were not evident to all.  This quality 
surely helped them endure the severe persecution of the 
Communist Regime who was constantly trying to eliminate 
them.   

 

With steadfast faith they joyfully endured disrespect and 
opposition and considered it a privilege to suffer for Christ.  
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Believing this was the government God had placed over 
them, no matter how they were treated, obedience to the 
authorities was their responsibility. 

 

Several Ukrainian and Russian pastors became dear friends 
and have been a great blessing.  Serving them was a joyful 
privilege. It is a special joy to comment on Pastors 
Dukhonchenko, Logvinenko, and Konovalchik. 

 

Pastor Yakov Kuzmich Dukhochenko 

A deeply revered Baptist pastor, he also served as the 
regional pastor for the Zaporozhe Oblast, president of the 
Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists of Ukraine, 
founder of the Irpen Biblical Seminary, and vice president 
of the UECB of the Soviet Union.   Pastor Yakov Kuzmich 
was deeply committed to the inerrancy and the sufficiency 
of God’s Word.   

 

When God granted freedom in November, 1989, he was not 
rejoicing, but gravely concerned that freedom would bring 
a flood of false teachers who would destroy their faithful 
churches.    Brother Yakov Kuzmich was one of the most 
humble, loving, and kind men whom I had ever met.   In 
May of 1990, in recognition of his steadfast service to 
Christ and unwavering faithfulness to God’s Word during 
the era of Communist oppression, Dr. John MacArthur 
invited him to preach and The Master’s Seminary granted 
him the honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree.  
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At the age of 12 Yakov Kuzmich Dukhonchenko was 
secretly baptized in Zaporozhe, Ukraine during the days of 
German occupation.  The Communists had prohibited 
baptism for anyone under the age of 18.  But under the 
Germans believers had more freedom.  Almost immediately 
after his baptism, although quite young, Yakov Kuzmich 
began preaching.   
 
After the war, the situation worsened. Believers were 
frequently arrested and sent to prison.  Many were killed 
for the crime of faithfulness to Christ.  Contrived fatal 
automobile accidents often took the lives of believers.  
Once while Yakov Kuzmich’s young wife, Ludmila, was at 
the neighborhood grocery store, the authorities came and 
seized him.  When she came home he was gone with no 
explanation.  It was in 1951 just four and a half months 
after their wedding.  She did not know where to look for 
him, and no one in the police department would tell her 
where they had taken him.  
 
Then God led his wife to a woman in the neighborhood 
who knew where they had taken him.  She advised her that 
on Sunday she should go to the local jail and take some 
food and hygiene items for him.  She said,  “If he is there, 
they will accept the package for him. Otherwise, no one 
will tell you where he is.”  As advised, she took a package 
and left it at the jail for him.   He responded almost 
immediately with a short note saying that he received the 
package from her. She was so glad to receive that short 
note. At least, now she knew he was alive and where he 
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was.  Four Sundays in a row she took food and other things 
to him.  
 
While he was in jail, closed court hearings were taking 
place. During his trial Yakov Kuzmich was under a lot of 
pressure day and night. The authorities were pressing him 
to agree with their made up charges against him.  Then an 
older Orthodox woman testified against him and he was 
sentenced to 10 years.  On the fifth Sunday, they would not 
accept his wife’s package, and told her that his case had 
been finished and that he had been sent to a distant prison.  
 
But God’s hand had always been with him, and He assisted 
him throughout his imprisonment.  Officially he was 
permitted to receive one letter and one package each month 
from his family, and each month he was allowed to send 
one letter to his family. But while he had been temporarily 
in the Dnepropetrovsk Prison, his wife was receiving daily 
letters from him.  It turned out that there was a Christian 
brother who worked as a security guard.  While it was 
dangerous for him, he visited Yakov Kuzmich’s cell 
everyday to bring him letters and pick up his letters to send.  
 
In the last letter he added a note from himself saying that 
Yakov Kuzmich had been transferred to another prison. For 
security reasons no one knew who the courier had been.  
But God never forsakes His faithful slaves. 
 
Along with other prisoners, Yakov Kuzmich was taken to 
the train station and put on a freight car that was normally 
used to transport cattle. He was taken to work in a lumber 
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camp in western Siberia. Among the prisoners there were 
many criminals known for their violent misbehavior. But 
when their chief learned that Yakov Kuzmich was put in 
prison for his faith, he warned the other criminals not to 
hurt him in any way. 
 
Yakov Kuzmich’s father was constantly trying to get letters 
to him to encourage him spiritually. His mother was afraid 
that his letters would not reach him, but would lead to 
prolongation of his sentence. But to their delight, they 
discovered that he was getting the letters. He started asking 
them to include Scripture verses in their letters. Each time 
he received those letters, although he was not supposed to 
because the Bible was quoted in them.  
 
They started writing more than once a month, and he was 
still receiving their letters.  They knew the Lord was doing 
it, they just did not know how. Everything was clouded in 
mystery. But God was blessing, and Yakov Kuzmich was 
able to receive their encouragement. 
 
Later his wife learned what was happening. There was a 
censor in the prison whose job was to read the letters to and 
from prisoners and decide which ones to let pass and which 
ones to destroy. The censor’s wife was from a Christian 
family, but she had not followed the Lord for some time 
and had married the unbelieving censor. At some point, she 
volunteered to help her husband, and read Mrs. 
Dukhonchenko’s letter to Yakov Kuzmich.  She 
remembered the address, and always searched for our 
letters to be the ones to read them and let them pass. So, in 
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reality these were forbidden letters, yet Yakov Kuzmich 
was getting them.  
 
He learned what was happening only when his 
imprisonment was being changed, and he was being 
transferred to a labor camp. He had to be escorted, but it 
did not have to be a guard but anyone connected to the 
prison. The same lady volunteered to do it. As they were 
walking from the prison to the camp, she told him that she 
was the one who had been reading his letters. Being away 
from her Christian relatives and any fellowship with them, 
the letters were her only spiritual nourishment. She had 
dwelled on them. So, the Lord had planned everything in 
advance. 
 
Yakov Kuzmich’s parents had an old copy of the New 
Testament in a large font. And when they and his wife 
would prepare a parcel to send to him, they would tear 
pages from the New Testament, one by one, and use them 
to wrap every item in the parcel. When he would get the 
parcel, he was not allowed to keep the veneer box, but he 
could keep all the “wrapping” paper. And when asked why 
he collected the wrapping paper, he answered with well 
known words from a Russian poet that “the smoke of the 
Fatherland is sweet and pleasant” to him. Eventually he 
bound those pages together into a portion of the New 
Testament. For a cover he used the cover from a book by a 
Russian classical writer. And when the jailers would ask 
him what he was reading he would show them the cover. 
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The living conditions in the prison and the hard physical 
labor of cutting huge trees in the snow of the Ural 
mountains were so straining, that at some point Yakov 
Kuzmich felt like giving up.  He laid on his bed and prayed, 
“Lord, please give me a piece of bread or take me to be 
with You. I am ready.”  
 
At that very moment a jailer came in and told him to come 
to the accountant’s office the next morning. He went and 
discovered that a prisoner who worked there had finished 
his time and was released.  The accounting position was 
offered to him. This job was a lot easier than cutting tall 
trees in the woods in the cold Siberian winter.  But for three 
and a half more years his wife was not able to visit him. 
Toward the end of his time, his friend from the church, who 
worked for the railroad system, was able to visit him. 
 
During his time in prison, Yakov Kuzmich wrote to his 
wife, “Please, send me real milk.” She understood that he 
wanted her to send him a Bible. We were trying to find a 
way to hide it in the parcel so that the censor would not 
find it.  But we could not come up with an idea, so, finally 
we just put a Bible in the corner of a box, and prayed that 
the Lord would protect it from the eyes of the censor. 
Yakov Kuzmich knew that we would try to send him a 
Bible, so he told the censor that there might be a forbidden 
item in the parcel. “Will it be vodka or a knife?” asked the 
censor. “No, it’s just a book called the Gospel.” “Okay, 
when everyone comes to pick up their parcel, you should 
be the last one.”   
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Yakov Kuzmich prayed that the Lord would work on the 
heart of this censor, and the Lord did. When the censor was 
checking the content of the parcel, he did not take the Bible 
out. He allowed the box to be taken although usually 
prisoners were not allowed to take the box, just the content. 
So, Yakov Kuzmich received the Bible, and he wrote back 
saying that the milk came through fine. 
 
Although he had been sentenced to ten years, God 
answered our prayers and Yakov Kuzmich was released 
after three and a half years.  Josef Stalin had died and the 
new government was exposing Stalin’s crimes and 
softening their policies towards the Christians. The 
Zaporozhe Baptist Church invited him to return and serve 
as their pastor.  Before long his fellow pastors invited him 
to be their regional leader for the Zaporozhe Oblast.  In 
time, he was elected to serve as president of the UECB of 
Ukraine and vice president of the UECB of the Soviet 
Union, and he moved to Kiev.   
 
In November, 1989 Pastor Yakov Kuzmich invited me to 
visit him at the Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists 
Headquarters in Kiev.  When he seemed concerned one 
morning I asked him if something was wrong.  He said, 
“Brother Robert Robertovich, we have received troubling 
news that they may be taking down the Berlin Wall.  If it is 
true it may mean that we will soon have freedom.  It is the 
worst thing that could happen.  Freedom would bring a 
flood of false teachers and they would destroy our 
churches.”  I said, “Yakov Kuzmich, if our Lord would 
allow me to serve in your country, my highest priority 
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would be to help you maintain a doctrinal fence to protect 
your beloved churches from the false teachers.” 
 
In May, 1990 Pastor Dukhonchenko was invited to preach 
at The Master’s Seminary graduation.  The TMS leaders 
honored  his exemplary faithfulness by bestowing upon him 
the honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree.  He then asked us 
to help him raise up the Irpen Biblical Seminary which our 
great God helped us to do.  Then on December 17, 1993 
our Lord took our beloved Yakov Kuzmich home  to glory.  

 

Pastor Vasily Efimovich Logvinenko 

A humble, godly, servant of Christ, he served as a Baptist 
pastor and highly respected leader of the Union of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists.  He had begun serving 
during the era of severe persecution from the atheistic 
Union of Soviet Socialistic Republics.   I first met brother 
Vasily Efimovich during my initial visit to the USSR in 
1989.  His humility, godly character, and warm and 
gracious spirit made it a special blessing to be in his 
presence.   
 
Our beloved brother was born on March 28, 1925, in the 
village of Balanino, in the Odessa Oblast of Ukraine.  His 
father and mother were faithful Christians and their warm 
home was always open for guests.  When he was a young 
boy a pastor from Odessa visited his family.  He paid 
special attention to young Vasily and taught him a little 
poem, “If you want to be close to God and have a blessed 
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life, you should keep your heart up high and your head 
low.”   
 
At that time, no one could have imagined that this little boy 
would one day become the pastor of the large Odessa 
Baptist Church, and later serve as the pastor of the Central 
Baptist Church in Moscow, and the President of the Baptist 
Union of Russia.  In 1931, Vasily's family moved to 
Odessa.  In 1942 his cousin, Grigory Logvinenko, 
encouraged him to attend an unregistered Baptist church 
and become active in the youth group.   
 
There he met Emelia and married her in 1948.  She had 
grown up without parents under the care of her uncle and 
the family of Nikolai Shevchenko, the pastor of the Peresyp 
Baptist Church in Odessa.   Soon after their wedding,  
Vasily Efimovich was asked to lead Bible studies in the 
church.  With God’s help he carefully prepared his lessons.  
The believers liked his teaching and God blessed his 
ministry. The church members grew to love Vasily, and 
when the question arose about his ordination as a deacon, 
they unanimously supported his candidacy. 
 
From Pastor Vasily Efimovich’s words in his memoirs 
published by Christian Word No. 2 of 2002,  “There were 
times of hardships and sorrows, but his mother’s prayers 
and his trust in God kept him secure.  Through the difficult 
conditions of war and the post-war years, the authorities 
relentlessly pressured the unregistered congregation.  They 
had to meet in the streets or in homes, including the 
Logvinenko home. Then some of the families began 
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worshipping at the registered Central Baptist Church of 
Odessa.  In 1962 Pastor Vasily Efimovich and his family 
joined the Baptist Church in Shevchenko village.  It 
became the Odessa Second Baptist Church and constructed 
a new house of prayer next to Odessa Theological 
Seminary.  Brother Vasily sang in the choir, led the youth 
ministry, and frequently preached. 
 
When in 1969 the pastor of the Central Baptist Church 
became seriously ill,  he was invited to take his place.  For 
six months he hesitated, prayed, and waited for an 
affirmation from God.  At the time the church consisted of 
believers from two different evangelical movements.  But 
when the election took place, the members voted 
unanimously for brother Vasily Efimovich to become their 
pastor.   
 
Describing his challenging experiences in his Memoirs 
published in the Christian Word,  he wrote,   “At times it 
was very difficult. Sometimes I just didn't have enough 
strength or experience.  Often in tears I begged the Lord to 
teach me what to do.  And the greatest lessons that He 
taught me were meekness, humility, and the realization of 
my complete dependence upon Him.  I remain convinced 
that a lack of humility can be the main obstacle in our 
spiritual life.”  
 
In my weakness, God gave me the opportunity to 
experience His power, and understand there was no merit 
of mine in this.  He was helping me in ministry in amazing 
ways, and the news of special blessings in Odessa were 
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spreading around.  The ten years of pastoral ministry in 
Odessa were a good school for me. I learned to ‘pay close 
attention to myself and to the doctrine’ (1 Tim. 4:16) At 
first, I was learning more than I was teaching to the others. 
 
 I wanted always to imitate my Chief Shepherd.  
Throughout all my ministry, I wanted to acquire the 
qualities of His divine character.  More than once I cried on 
the ruins of my ego, while remembering the words of 
Christ “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5) shone 
in my mind and became fundamental for my future life and 
ministry. 
 
In 1975 Pastor A.E. Klimenko, the leader of the UECB of 
the USSR, visited Odessa to celebrate the 100th year 
anniversary of the Odessa Church.  While there he became 
acquainted with Pastor Logvinenko.  From that time on, 
brother Klimenko  prayed for him to move to Moscow to 
serve in Russia.   
 
God answered by bringing him through many difficulties to 
make it possible.  So, in June, 1979, Vasily Efimovich 
arrived in Moscow and was elected to the leadership of the 
UECB. At first he was the pastor of the Central Baptist 
Church of Moscow, and later he was elected the senior 
pastor for all the churches of the Russian Federation.  Later 
he replaced Pastor Klimenko as the president of the Union 
of Evangelical Christians-Baptists of the USSR. 
 
The first ten years of his ministry in Moscow took place in 
very difficult conditions. The interference of the atheistic 
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authorities in the life of the church was constant.  They had 
control over all events and their ongoing threats and other 
obstacles hindered many ministry initiatives.  In spite of the 
restrictions, however, our Lord continually blessed the 
forbidden youth and children’s ministries.  But Pastor 
Logvinenko’s failure to submit lists of believers being 
baptized prevented him from obtaining the required 
registration needed for permanent housing in Moscow.   
 
But during those difficult conditions, God's protection and 
His blessings were abundantly evident.  Even without the 
required registration, Pastor Vasily Efimovich, as the head 
of the Baptist Union, was sometimes allowed to attend 
official government meetings.  There had been a great need 
for Bibles.  Many prayed and a new man became the leader 
of the Council for Religious Affairs.   He was more 
gracious to the believers and permitted 100,000 Bibles to 
be received from abroad.  It was the first shipment of 
Bibles from the West in many years. 
 
Before long, however, the highest state circles in Moscow 
rose up again to oppose the missionary activities of the 
Baptists.  Pastor Logvinenko led the Union appeal to the 
Supreme Council.  When this failed he appealed to 
President Boris Yeltsin who agreed to not permit expulsion 
of the missionaries.  Vasily Efimovich recalled: “As the 
head of the brotherhood I have never been alone.  I always 
received the support of Pastors Bychkov, Gnida, 
Kolesnikov,  and Zhidkov,  as well as the understanding 
and prayer support of the other pastors, leaders, and lay 
leaders.”   Many times Pastor Logvinenko traveled to visit 
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the churches from distant Western Siberia all the way to the 
Far East.  In spite of the constant restrictions and lack of 
ministers, the churches continued to work actively.  God 
gloriously answered prayers and the churches grew both 
spiritually and in numbers.   
 
One of the main goals of the workers of the Baptist Union 
Headquarters was to protect the unity. It required a lot of 
patience, wisdom and love.  In a few churches with limited 
understanding of the work of the Holy Spirit, controversies 
developed, but before long the brothers would reach mutual 
understanding and resolve the troublesome issues.  When 
Pastor Logvinenko’s leadership term concluded in 1990, 
our Lord raised up Pastor Grigory Ivanovich Komendant 
from Kiev to succeed him as the leader of the UECB of the 
USSR.   
 
Then in December, 1991, the USSR was dismantled and 
replaced by the Commonwealth of Independent States.   
Pastor Logvinenko was elected to continue to serve as the 
president of the UECB of the Russian Federation.  As 
freedom brought unlimited new opportunities for the 
churches, the Baptist Union outgrew its small office. 
Brother Logvinenko led a plan to construct a substantial 
new office building.   It would also serve as a center for the 
training of pastors and church workers.  Pastor Logvinenko 
led in the planning, and in the construction phase.   
Most mornings he was the first one at the construction site.  
He prayed, examined the results of the previous day, 
planned the work for the day, and met with the workers. 
Nobody ever saw him nervous or irritated.  His complete 
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trust in God for His guidance and strength were passed 
from him to his team. Each workday began with the prayers 
of all those involved in the construction activity.   
 
Pastor Vasily Efimovich worked closely with the 
bookkeeper, the librarian, the director of the Bible Institute, 
and the editor of the "Christian Word" newspaper.  Years 
later they recalled,   "He built this building, handed it over, 
as they say, ready to use, but he never sat in his office as 
President of the Union." Vasily Efimovich gave up the 
office to the new leader. Until his departure for Ukraine, he 
worked in an old building located on the site.” 
 
The bookkeeper said, "He was a real Christian, a mentor, 
and spiritual father.  Vasily Efimovich and Emilia 
Savelievna took care of me as if I was their own daughter. 
He could rebuke, but he did it with love and in such a way 
that it was impossible to be offended.  A unique situation 
developed. An elderly pastor Ivan Mikhailovich Zhuk came 
from Ufa. They were building a house of prayer, and he 
said: “The walls are finished, but we need $10,500 to put 
the roof on.”  
 
Vasily Efimovich asked the bookkeeper,  “How much 
money do we have?” This was a few days before we had to 
pay monthly salaries, and we did not even have enough to 
pay all the salaries.  And then he said to me: “If we don’t 
give Ivan Mikhailovich the $10,500, we still cannot pay 
salaries to all the staff.  Let’s just give it to him, and the 
Lord will give us more in return.” And so it happened. We 
gave it to Pastor Zhuk, and literally in two or three days 
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unexpected funds were received, and even more than we 
needed to cover the advance and pay the staff.  Everyone 
had confidence in his prayers. I believe that the Lord had 
always heard him " 
 
When turning the ministry over to Pastor Piotr Borisovich 
Konovalchik,  Pastor Logvinenko said:  “I believe that 
Russia needs the Gospel more than any other country.  A 
number of times I went to Far East, where we conducted 
evangelistic services, and where I said: ‘Now the time has 
come when the Word is being preached to the ends of the 
earth.  Russia was a huge spiritual desert, especially its 
northern part and the Far East. Therefore, it was the grace 
of God that such a wide door was opened for the preaching 
of the Gospel, and the revival began.” 
 
“I had absolutely no life ambition. Thank God that the Lord 
taught me during the years of my ministry not to think 
about myself at all.  I simply wanted the Lord to use me in 
some small ministry, so that He could then one day say: 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant, you were faithful 
both in many things and over a few things." 
 
His dream came true! Having moved back to Odessa, he 
was mentoring young preachers at the Central Baptist 
Church, meeting with the students at the seminary, and 
conducting services on Wednesdays at the Odessa Regional 
Hospital.  Once when I was visiting he took me to the 
hospital for the ministry.  A lot of men and women in white 
coats began to arrive a few minutes before the service time.  
I asked a few if they were doctors and nurses.  They smiled 
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and said, “No, they were from the church, and Pastor 
Logvinenko felt that if they came dressed that way they 
could walk through the hospital and bring patients for the 
service.”  It was a brilliant strategy and produced a great 
number of souls to hear the gospel.  
 
Then, in the area where he lived, he started the construction 
of the house of prayer for Grace Church, which was 
dedicated in October 1999.  There had been a small 
building right next to the church, which they wanted to 
convert into a center for children from troubled families.  
One morning Vasily Efimovich saw two homeless boys 
leaving the backyard of the church.  It turned out that they 
had often been sleeping there.  It was obvious that they 
needed to build an orphanage.  It was opened in 2000 and 
Vasily Efimovich often met with the children and led them 
to Christ.      
 
Yet, his ministry did not end there.  He began traveling to 
the village of Ilyinka to plant a church. A Christian 
businessman, in whose father’s house worship services 
took place in the 1930s, wanted to build a house of prayer 
and Vasily Efimovich headed the construction.  With God's 
help, in October 2005, the building was dedicated. Then 
Vasily Efimovich wanted to start a developmental center 
for children and prayed for this idea.  With God's help the 
center was established.   Children came several evenings 
each week to complete their home assignments and learn 
about God’s love.   Even some of their mothers repented of 
their sins, trusted Christ as their Savior, and were baptized. 
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In one of his interviews, Vasily Efimovich said:  “I am very 
embarrassed when they write about me. I humbly bow my 
head before my Lord and fully realize that without Him I 
mean absolutely nothing whether spiritually or in practical 
matters of life.  I thank God that during the construction of 
the Baptist Headquarters in Moscow and the House of 
Prayer of Grace Church in Odessa, He blessed me with 
wonderful people who helped tirelessly and thus the work 
of the Lord was spreading. All the glory be to Him in 
everything and always! " 

 

Pastor Piotr Borisovich Konovalchik 

I first met Dr. Piotr Borisovich Konovalchik in 1990 at his 
church in Saint Petersburg, Russia.  He was born in 1940 in 
a Christian family in the village of Tolkovo in the Brest 
region of Belarus. He was one of ten children.  During the 
war their village was not destroyed and God protected his 
entire family. At the age of 18 he moved to Saint 
Petersburg to study, where he was secretly baptized in a 
river under the cover of darkness.  
 
He began his church ministry as a youth leader when he 
was 20.  But he was soon taken into the army and served 
for 4 years. After his service he returned to Saint 
Petersburg and was ordained as a deacon at the Poklonaya 
Gora Baptist Church. He met his beloved Antonia at the 
church and they were married in 1965. He was ordained as 
a pastor in 1973 and served there for 20 years.  
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In 1993 Pastor Piotr Borisovich was elected president of 
the Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists of Russia and 
took up residency in Moscow.  During his tenure, with the 
assistance of Pastor Eduard Genrikh, SGA missionary 
Doug Petrovich, and Robert Robertovich Provost  of  the 
Slavic Gospel Association, he established the Novosibirsk 
Biblical-Theological Seminary.  In recognition of his 
faithful and exemplary pastoral leadership, under the severe 
yoke of Communism, and his highly effective and 
extensive training of pastors in the era of freedom, The 
Master’s Seminary in Los Angleles, California granted him 
the honorary Doctor of Ministries Degree. 
  
Piotr Borisovich’s beloved Antonina was born into a 
Christian family as the youngest of four children.  Her 
father was a preacher in the Vyazma Baptist Church in the 
Smolensk region of Russia.  Late one night in 1937, while 
she was asleep, their neighbor brought two men with guns 
to their home. They arrested her father and confiscated his 
large supply of Christian literature.  
 
A week later his wife walked seven kilometers to the prison 
to bring her husband some winter clothes, but the 
authorities would not allow her to see him.  Later she 
learned he had been transferred to another prison in the 
Saratov region.  Then in 1942 at the age of 40 he was killed 
in the prison.  It is unclear whether he was shot or force-
marched into a river. 
 
In 1941 Germany attacked Russia.  Without warning the 
authorities seized little Antonina and her entire 
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kindergarten class with teachers and took them to a distant 
region safe from the Germans.  While she was there in an 
orphanage for five years, her mother and three siblings 
were taken to Germany as slave laborers.  Two families 
tried to adopt Antonina, but believing her mother and 
siblings to be alive, she refused.  In God’s providence her 
mother and siblings survived in Germany and returned after 
the war in 1945.  The local authorities found Antonina and 
reunited her with her family in Vyazma.   
 
Many Russians who had been taken as slave laborers to 
Germany were arrested when they returned home.  They 
were considered traitors and sent to prison for allegedly 
helping the enemy.  But when Antonina’s mother and her 
family returned home, God protected them all and they 
were not arrested.  But the German Army had burned their 
entire town to the ground, and her family was forced to live 
in a hole in the ground covered by a tarp.  Later Antonina 
moved to Saint Petersburg to study in a college.  There she 
repented and trusted Christ and was secretly baptized.  
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