
Why We Do What We Do: 
Truth and Love 

Dr. Bob Provost, Slavic Gospel Association 
 

The truth is that God loves everyone in every nation and 
wants them to know it.  Nothing is more clear in God’s 
Word, the Bible.  From Genesis to Revelation God has 
thoroughly revealed His loving concern for all the nations 
which He created.  What became known as “Missions” in 
the Protestant movement was begun by God Himself and 
first mentioned in the book of Genesis.   
 
God so loved all the nations that He gave His beloved Son 
on Calvary’s Cross to pay for all their sins.  The great 
responsibility for telling all the nations about it was given 
to Christ’s Church and has long been called “Missions.”  
Since it is the main thing, however, we may want to 
consider adjusting the label a little.  Rather than continuing 
to call it “Missions,” we might want to consider calling the 
main thing “The Mission.” 
 
A review of related Scripture passages may serve to better 
explain why we do what we do.  Calling it The Mission 
would look like this.  
 
God announced The Mission to Abraham: 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your 
country, And from your relatives And from your father’s 
house, To the land which I will show you;  2 And I will 
make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make 
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your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 And I 
will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you 
I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be 
blessed.”  Genesis 12:1-3 
 
God announced The Mission to the angels:  
The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 
about to do, 18 since Abraham will surely become a great 
and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth 
will be blessed?  Genesis 18:17-18 
 
God announced The Mission to Abraham’s son, Isaac: 
 “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, 
and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your 
descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed;    
Genesis 26:4 
 
God announced The Mission to Abraham’s son, Jacob: 
“Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to 
the north and to the south; and in you and in your 
descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 
Genesis 28:14 
 
The Key to God’s Master Plan is His Beloved Son 
 
In the throne room of heaven God the Father announced 
The Mission to God the Son:  “It is too small a thing that 
You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make 



 3

You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth.”  Isaiah 49:6 
 
God announced The Mission to the Prophet Isaiah:  
Behold, My servant will prosper, He will be high and lifted 
up and greatly exalted. 14 Just as many were astonished at 
you, My people, So His appearance was marred more than 
any man And His form more than the sons of men. 15 Thus 
He will sprinkle many nations, Kings will shut their mouths 
on account of Him; For what had not been told them they 
will see, And what they had not heard they will understand. 
Isaiah 52:13-15 
 
The Apostle John announced The Mission:  “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life.  17 “For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through 
Him.  John 3:16-17 
 
The Apostle Peter announced The Mission that our Lord 
Is Not Willing That Any Should Perish 
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance. 
2 Peter 3:9 
 
God’s Son Builds His Church to Bless the Nations 
 
Jesus said to the Apostle Peter:  Simon Peter answered, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
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Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, 
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven. 18 “I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the 
gates of Hades will not overpower it.  Matthew 16:16-18 
 
The risen Jesus commanded The Mission to His disciples:  
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  19 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 
 
The church was founded to embrace The Mission: 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 
utterance.  5 ¶ Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, 
devout men from every nation under heaven.  6 And when 
this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were 
bewildered because each one of them was hearing them 
speak in his own language.  Acts 2:4-6  
 
 The church in Antioch, Syria embraced The Mission,  
was a sending church, the Apostle Paul’s sending church.  
It sent workers and held them accountable.  
So then those who were scattered because of the 
persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made 
their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 
the word to no one except to Jews alone.  20 But there were 
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some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to 
Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching 
the Lord Jesus.  21 And the hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.  
22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at 
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.   
Acts 11:19-21 
 
The Antioch Church advanced The Mission: 
 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he 
rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute 
heart to remain true to the Lord;  24 for he was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 
considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.  
 Acts 11:23-24 
 
God Positions the Nations to Receive His Blessing 
 
The Apostle Paul preached on Mars Hill in Athens: 
The God who made the world and all things in it, since He 
is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples 
made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as 
though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all 
people life and breath and all things; 26 and He made 
from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having determined their appointed times 
and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they 
would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and 
find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  
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28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of 
your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’ 
 
God’s Plan to Bless All Nations Will Be Fulfilled 
 
The Apostle John wrote concerning the results of The 
Mission in heaven:  And they *sang a new song, saying, 
“Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for 
You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood 
men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  
10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to 
our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”   
Revelation 5:9-10 
 
The Apostle John also wrote concerning the results of 
The Mission in heaven:  “After these things I looked, and 
behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from 
every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 10 
and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to 
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
Revelation 7:9-10 
 
The Mission is for Every Believer and for Every Church.  
It is amazing that God gave us His Word so that we could 
know His master plan, The Mission.  Moreover, it is only 
through His Word that we can know that He wants us all to 
have an exciting part in The Mission.  
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The Mission Provides the Opportunity for Gratitude  
Our hearts are filled to overflowing with gratitude to Jesus 
for dying on the cross for us.  How amazing and humbling 
it is that The Son of God bore our sins on the cross!  We 
must share our forgiveness and our thankfulness with 
others and rescue them from suffering eternally in hell.  
 
The Mission Provides Opportunity for Grateful Obedience 
Our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, came from the glories of 
heaven to die a horrible death on Calvary’s cross to pay for 
the sins of the entire world.  He has asked us to take His 
good news to all the nations.  We must do it.   
 
It is our solemn duty to win for the Lamb that was 
slain the reward of His suffering.  It is The Mission. 
May God help us do it!  


